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Philip saraf “has frequently ap-
‘peared in newspapers for recognition
of his ctoking ability. But this native
Savannaian an of many talents,

and the current of his water-

. colors & the Savann Art Associa-

tion is yet another example of them.

- More than two dozen pieces are

now on display in the association’s

' headquirters gallery on Abercorn

Street through the end of the month.

Most of the scenes depict what Saraf

+ himself terms a ‘“‘disappearing rural
Georgis.”
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pamter,ihough ‘ he admits with a

| smile, ** it has not become
my profes: it is\for me a release
for emation and a wa to express my
love forefverythmg beautiful.”

As aresult of a bout with Scarlet
Fever when he was two, Saraf has im-
paired hearing. “I learned to be very

fact,” he laughs, “I have the luxury of
turmng off my hearing aid whenever I
want and can have the bliss of sxl-
ende.” [t
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through the association, he has had no
formal ‘art training. In 1953 when he
was in Atlanta for a dental tech
course, he saw a tube of paint at
Rich’s, finally gave in to his desire to
paint, and has heen experimenting ev-
er since. ‘T've tried every medium,
but watercolor is my favorite. Many
people are afraid of it, they say it’s
too difficult. But it’s not really hard.
It’s a happy medium.” ,

Many of his pieces include hens
and chickens, fowl for which Saraf ad-
mits a delight. “They mind their own
business, don’t have any worries and
have such beautiful plumage.”’ He col-
lects items that feature the birds and
even has-a huge, stuffed rooster in his
living room.

Saraf is a devotee of Van Gogh,
and that artist’s influence is readily
apparent in the Savannahian’s work.
There is that same vitality, bright col-
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Saraf Turns Talents
rd Watercolor Painting

or and feeling. Most of his works have '
been inspired by rural scenes in Ef-
fingham County, although he does lo-
cal scenes and ones taken from St. Si-
mons Island.

One of his paintings, done during
the Savannah Symphony Orchestra’s
recent Forsyth Park outdoor concert,
was chosen for inclusion in the annual
Savannah Art Association Members
Show, currently up at Exhibit A Gal-
lery. “It was completely a spur of the
moment thing. I was so inspired, I
simply placed my drawing board over
a garbage can and drew. It was so
hasty, I was shocked it was chosen
with 23 other painters’ work out of
116 entries.”

“Not everyone likes how I paint,”
he says, ““but like I tell everyone who
is thinking of starting to paint, ‘If you
can’t accept criticism, don’'t even
start.” ””
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